The  Library  Tax 


Why  It  Should  Be  Increased 


If  the  trustees  did  not  believe  that  the 
cause  of  the  public  library  is  so  full  of 
merit  that  it  fully  commends  itself  and 
disarms  all  criticism,  they  would  not  have 
asked  the  city  council  to  submit  this 
proposition  to  vote  at  this  time  when 
everybody  is  crying  aloud  for  retrench- 
ment. 

After  consideration  at  several  meetings, 
and  a most  careful  scrutiny  of  our  proba- 
ble resources  and  our  necessary  expenses, 
it  became  painfully  apparent  that  the 
library  could  no  longer  hold  its  own  with- 
out increase  of  revenue.  If  we  could 
maintain  our  present  standing  without 
going  backward,  it  would  probably  be 
better  to  await  the  return  of  more  pros- 
perous days.  But  this  we  cannot  do. 

The  patronage  of  the  library  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  There  are  over  4,000 


borrower's  cards  outstanding  and  the  loans 
for  home  use  number  about  70,000  vol- 
umes a year.  The  reading  rooms  are 
used  by  about  75,000  readers  in  a year. 

These  rooms  are  much  of  the  time  over- 
crowded and  many  go  away  because 
there  is  no  room  for  them.  The  book 
shelves  are  entirely  full  without  allowing 
any  room  for  the  1,300  to  1,700  volumes 
constantly  out  of  the  library  in  the  hands 
of  borrowers.  The  tops  of  the  book- 
cases, the  window  ledges,  and  the  tops  of 
the  railings  are  filled  with  books,  while 
many  books  and  periodicals  are  stored  in 
the  basement  for  lack  of  room. 

It  is  fully  expected  that  the  assessed 
valuation  for  the  present  year  will  be  less 
than  last  year.  With  increasing  patron- 
age and  the  urgent  demands  for  more 
space  and  more  new  books,  the  trustees 
are  confronted  with  a certainty  of  less 
means  to  meet  the  demands.  It  is  hardly 
to  be  believed  that  anyone  in  Helena 
would  favor  closing  the  library  or  cutting 
off  the  reading  room.  But  to  undertake 
to  meet  increasing  demands  with  dimin- 
ishing revenue  will  result  in  starvation  or  \ 
strangulation — death  by  degrees. 

The  library  trustees  believe  the  people 
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of  this  city  will  say,  that  the  moral  and 
intellectual  life  and  progress  of  our  citi- 
zens of  all  classes,  ages,  and  of  both 
sexes  require  the  maintenance  of  the  li- 
brary, not  only  with  no  diminution  of 
facilities,  but  with  such  an  increase  as  shall 
keep  full  pace  with  the  growing  needs 
and  deepening  interest  of  our  people. 
Other  cities  in  our  state  have  been  chosen 
for  the  location  of  various  institutions  of 
learning.  Our  library  must  be  to  Helena 
the  center  of  its  intellectual  life;  and  it 
may  be  made  for  us,  and  our  children 
through  generations  to  come,  as  copious 
of  benefits  as  a university. 

What  is  needed  at  once  is  the  means  to 
fit  up  the  basement  for  the  loan  depart- 
ment, leaving  the  present  library  space 
for  a reading  and  reference  room.  To 
keep  our  library  in  a growing  condition, 
we  ought  to  have  even  now  not  less  than 
$3,000  to  spend  for  the  addition  of  new 
books.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
with  our  very  large  use,  library  books  are 
very  quickly  worn  out,  even  with  ordi- 
nary care,  and  one  half  of  the  sum  named 
would  no  more  than  represent  the  present 
annual  loss  by  wear.  If  there  were  $5,000 
available  for  the  purchase  of  new  books 
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yearly  for  ten  years  to  come,  it  could  be 
used  to  advantage.  We  have  not  even 
mentioned  the  necessity  for  cataloguing 
and  publishing  bulletins,  and  for  agencies 
that  in  various  ways  would  bring  the 
treasures  and  educational  opportunities  of 
the  library  to  the  knowledge  and  aid  of 
the  public. 

The  trustees  feel  that  they  would  be 
remiss  in  their  duty,  if  they  failed  to 
inform  the  citizens  of  Helena  of  the 
present  condition  and  necessity  of  our 
library.  We  wish  to  make  the  situation 
as  clear  and  forcible  as  possible:  with  our 
present  revenue  this  invaluable  institution 
will  not  simply  stand  still,  it  will  inevita- 
bly retrograde,  while  the  increased  reve- 
nue for  which  we  ask  will  no  more  than 
enable  us  to  meet  the  growing  demands 
that  are  now  made  upon  us. 

By  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

Cornelius  hedges, 

President. 


Helena,  Mont.,  March  25,  1896. 


